GENTLEMAN 


82 

» II 

72 

* 17 1 

> 2 * 4 1 

; * 1 

* by Mn 

} 


— 0 2 — = «SY. 
* Ra — — . — — — — PR 


a 


— 
— 


BY oe 
—_— 


. 


rr 


—— . 
— 7 


wy 


3 —— 
- we — 7 


4 — 


. 
. 


\ 
N 2 2 x - , - 
* — - = — * meld — — . 
— . ˙ . S * — 0 6 . - — 
J > * 3 2 * 
: . 3 _— — 
. - = ones, I n _— : : 
rw % reno gr re TS - | 
88 — —— ů — N = — — - — — 


TE eee 
%% „%% 0-67 
Printed by E. FaxLEv, in SuALI- STREET, 1758+ 


(yRICE TWO-PENCE.) 1 


2 ＋ 8 S5 


LE E R. . 


Mp 


7 BRISsTOL, January 6, 1758. 
SIR, 3 


X2XX OU deſire my Thoughts on a 
Y J Paper lately addreſt to the 


N Inhabitants of St. Stephens Pa- 


8 riſn, and an Anſwer thereto, 
ntitled “ A ſeaſonable Antidote againſt 


Popery.“ I have at preſent little Lei- 


lure, and cannot ſpeak fo fully, as the 
Importance of the Subject requires. I 


can only juſt tell you, wherein I do, 
or do not agree with what is advanced 


in the one or the other. 
| > 


A 3 I AGREE * 


(6] 
I AGREE with the main of what i; 
aſſerted in that Paper, allowing for ſome 


been alter'd: Becauſe ſome of them are 
a little obſcure; others liable to Miſ- 
interpretation: Indeed fo liable, that 
they could ſcarce fail to be miſunder- 


the unfriendly Reader. 


te dience is a Condition of, or antece- 
c dent to Juſtification” E we mean 
Final Talfcation) This I apprehend 
to be a confiderable Miſtake: Although 
indeed it is not explicitly aſſerted, but 
only implied in ſome Parts of that Ad- 
dreſs. 


I ENTIRELY a with the Anthor 
of the Seafonable Antidote,” in the 
important Points that follow : 5 


counted righteous before Gop, onl 
through the Righteouſneſs (or Merit) 
« of ws Chriſt 5 


« THAT 


Expreſſions, which I could with had 


ſtood by the unwary, and cenſured by 


Bur I cannot agree, That Obe- 


* THAT a Sinner is juſtified, or ac- 


10 


(7] 

_ * TaarT the End of his living and 
« dying for us was, That our Perſons 
« firſt, and then our Works might be 
" accepted: 


1 

« THAT Faith is the Hand which | , 

e apprehends, the Inftrument which 1h 
e applies the Merits of Chri/? for our 
“ Juſtrfication : uy 


nn + puſtifing Faith ! 1 the Gift 
« of the Holy Spirit: 


„THA He evidences our being juſti- 
“ fied, by bearing his Teſtimony with 
“ our Spirits, that we are the Children 
te of Gor, and by enabling us to bring 
forth firſt the Inward, and then the 
* Outward Fruits of the Spirit : And 


LasTLY, © TnarT theſe Fruits do 

not juſtify us, do not procure our 

« Juſtification, but prove us to be juſti- 

« fied: As the Fruits on a Tree do 

not make it alive, but prove it to de 
alive.“ 
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THEesE undoubtedly are the genuine 
Principles of the Church of England. 
And they are confirm'd, as by our Li- 


turgy, Articles, and Homilies, fo by 
the whole Tenor of Scripture. There— 


fore till Heaven and Earth paſs away, 
theſe Truths will not pals away. 


BuT I do not agree with the Author 
of that Tract, in the Spirit of the whole 
Performance. It does not ſeem to 
breath either that Modeſty, or Seriouſ- 
neſs, or Charity which one would deſire. 
One would not deſire to hear any pri- 
vate Perſon, of no great Note in the 
Church or the World, ſpeak as it were 
ex Cathedrd, with an Air of Infallibility, 
or at leaſt, of vaſt Self- ſufficiency, on 
a Point wherein Men of Eminence 
both for Piety, Learning and Office, 
have been ſo greatly divided. Though 
my Tudgment 1s nothing alter'd, yet I 
often condemn myſelf for my paſt Man- 
ner of ſpeaking on this Head. Again; 


I do not rejoice at obſerving any Thing 


light or ludicrous in an Anſwer to ſo 
ſerious a Paper: And much leſs in 
finding any Man branded as a Papiſt, 


becauſe his Doctrine in one particular 


Inſtance, 
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Inſtance, reſembles (for that is the utmoſt 
which can be proved) a Doctrine of the 
Church of Rome. I can in no wiſe 
reconcile this to the grand Rule of 


Charity, Doing to others as we would 
0 they ſhould do to us.” 


InDEED it is ſaid, © Dr. T. openly 
* defends the Fundamental Doctrine of 
% Popery, Juſtification by Works.“ 
Therefore © he muſt be a Papiſt.” © 
But here is a double Miſtake, For 
1. Whatever may be implied in ſome of 
his Expreſſions, it is moſt certain Dr. T. 
does not openly defend Juſtification by 
Works. 2. This itſelf, Juſtification by 
Works, is not the Fundamental Doctrine 
of Popery ; but the Univerſality of the 
Romiſh Church and the Supremacy of 
the Biſhop of Rome. And to call any 
one a Pap! if who denies theſe, is neither 
Charity, nor Juſtice. 


I Do not agree _ the Author in 
what follows. Dr. T. © loſes Sight of 
„the Truth, when he talks of hriſt's 
| © having obtained for us @ Covenant of 
better Hepes, and that Faith and Re- 
8 pentance 

» Page g. © page 4. | b 


[ 10 ] 


“ pentance are the Terms of this Cove- 


* nant. They are not. They are the 
* Free-Gifts of the Covenant of Grace, 
not the Terms or Conditions. To ſay 
Privileges of the Covenant are the 
Terms or Conditions of it, is is downright 


TOPery. 


A 
A 


Tuts is downright calling Names, 
and no better. But it falls on a greater 
than Dr. T. St. Paul affirms, Jeſus 
Chriſt 7s the Mediator of a better Covenant, 
eftabliſh'd upon better Promiſes. Vea, and 
that better Covenant He © hath obtained 
« for us,” by his own Blood. And if 
any defire to receive the Privileges which 
are freely given according to the Tenor 
of this Covenant, Jeſus Chrif Himſelf 
has 'mark'd out the Way, Repent and 
believe the Goſpel. Theſe therefore are 
the Terms of the Covenant, unleſs the 
Author of it was miſtaken. Theſe are 
the Conditions of it: Unleſs a Man can 
enter into the Kingdom, without either 
repenting or believing. For the Word 
Condition means neither more nor leſs, 
than ſomething fine gud non; without 
which ſomething elſe is not done. Now 
this 1 is the exact Truth with Regard to 
7 ©  repenting 


[id 


[1] 
repenting and believing ; without which 
Gop does not work in us R:ghteouſneſs 
and Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 


IT is true, Repentance and Faith are 

| Privileges and Free-Gifts. But this does 
not hinder their being Conditions too. 
And neither Mr. Calvin himſelf, nor any 


of our Reformers, made any Scruple of 
calling them ſo. 


Bor the Goſpel is a Revelation of 
Grace and Mercy, not a Propoſal of 
* a Covenant of Terms and Conditi- 
Sons.“ “It is both. It is a Revelation of 
Grace and Mercy, to all that repent and 
believe. And this the Author himſelf 
owns in the following Page. The 
free Grace of Gop applies to Sinners 
the Benefits of Chri/?'s Atonement and 
* Righteouſneſs, by working in them 
* Repentance and Faith.“ Then they 
are not applied w:7hout Repentance and 
Faith: That is, in plain Terms, Theſe 
are the Conditions of that Application. 


I READ in the next Page, © In the 
© Goſpel we have the free Promiſes of 
* Eternal Lite, but not annext to Faith 


na 


i Pages, Page 6. 


( 22 ] 
« and Repentance, as Works of Mon.” 
(True: They are the Gift of Gop) © or 
« the Terms or Conditions of the Cove- 
«© nant.” Yes certainly. They are no 
leſs Terms or Conditions altho* Gop 
works them in us. 


«« BuT what is promiſed us as a Free- 


Gift, cannot be received upon the Per- 
« formance of any Terms or Conditions.“ 
Indeed it can. Our Loxp ſaid to the 
Man born blind, Go and waſh in the Pool 
of Siloam. Here was a plain Condition 
to be performed; ſomething without which 
he would not have received his Sight. 
And yet his Sight was a Gf? altogether 
as free, as if the Pool had never been 
mentioned. 


% Bur if Repentance and Faith are 
* the Free-Giſis of Gon, can they be the 
« Terms or Conditions of our Juſtificati- 
« on?” Yes: Why not? They are till 
ſomething without which no Man is or 
can be juſtified. 


% Can then Goh give that rech, 
* which He does not give but up- 
© on, certain Terms and Conditions? 
Doubt- 
Page g. © Ibid. 


( 13] 
Doubtleſs He can: As one may freely 


give you a Sum of Money, on Condition 
you ſtretch out your Hand to receive it. 
It is therefore no Contradiction to ſay, 


« We are juſtified freely by Grace, nd 


vet upon c certain Terms or Conditions. 


I CANNOT therefore agree, That © we 
are accepted without any Terms pre- 
“ viouſly perform'd to qualify us for Ac- 
* ceptance. For we are not accepted, 


cc 


nor are we qualified for, or capable of 
Acceptance, with out Repentance and 


Faith. 


« Bur @ Man is not „fel by Works, 
« but by the Faith of Chriſt. This ex- 
% cludes all Qualifications.” * Surely 


it does not exclude the Qualification of 
Faith! 


« BuT S. Paul aflerts, To him that 


* worketh not, but believeth on him that © 


* juſtifieth the Ungodly, his Faith is counted 
* to him for Righteouſneſs.” 


TRUE: To him that worketh not: But 
does Gop Nay him that believeth not? 
B Other- 


\ Page 1 Page 13. 


l 


cannot allow the Conſequence. 


[14] 
Otherwiſe, this Text proves juſt the con- 


trary to what it is 1 to prove. 


Bur “ our Church excludes Repen- 
tance and Faith from deſerving any 
Part of our Juſtification, Why then 
do you inſiſt upon them as Qualiſicu- 
tions requiſite to our Juſtification!” © 


0 


A * 


cc 


Becavse Chriſt and his Apoſtles do fo. 
Yet we all agree, they do not deſerve any 
Part of our Juſtification. They are no 
Part of the meritorious Cauje; but they are 
the Conditions of it. This and no other 
is © the Doctrine of Scripture, and of 
« the Church of England]! Both the 
Scripture and our Church allow, yea, 
« inſiſt on theſe Dual Hcations or Cond:- 
4e tions. 


« ByT if Repentance and Faith 
ce would not be valid and acceptable 
« without the Righteouſneſs of Chr:/,, 
© then they cannot be neceſſary Qua- 
ec lifications for our Juſtification.” » I 
They 
are not acceptable without the Righte 


ouſneſs or Merits of Car And yet H. 


Him- 


* Pagetng, Page 21, 


= "On 22. 


T3534 
Himſelf has made them — Qua- 


lifications for our Juſtification 
Merits. 


ro' his 


Bur the grand Objection of this Gen- 
tleman lies againſt the Dr's. next Para- 
graph; the Sum of which is: © The 
«© Merits of Chriſt were never intended 
to ſupercede the Neceſſity of Repen- 
© tance and Obedience” (I would ſay, 
Repentance and Faith) © but to make 
«© them acceptable in the Sight of Gop, 
< and to 2 for them” (I would 
add that obey Him) © a Reward of im- 
* mortal Happineſs.” 


I AM not afraid to undertake the De- 
fence of this Paragraph, with this ſmall 
Variation, againſt Mr. Chapman, Mr. 
Nyberg, Count Zinzendorf, or any other 
Perſon whatever. Provided only that 
he will ſet his Name to his Work: For 

I do not love fighting in the Dark. 


| Axp I (as well as Dr. T.) affirm, | 
That © to ſay more than this concerning 
“ Chriſt's imputed Merits,” to ſay more 
than, that “they have purchaſed for us 

Grace 


©» 


[16] 
“ Grace to repent and believe, Accep- 
& tance upon our believing, Power to 
e obey, and eternal Salvation to them 
© that do obey Him:” To ſay more 
than this © is b/aſphemous Antinomiantſm,” 
ſuch as Mr. Calvin would have abhorr'd; 
and does © open a Door to all Manner 
of Sin and Wickedneſs.“ 


IT Mus likewiſe affirm, That to talk 
of imputed Righteouſneſs in the Manner 
many do at this Day, is making the i ma- 
ginary Transfer of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs 
ſerve as a Cover for the Unrighteouſneſs of 
Mankind.” Does not Mr. Ch p- n do this 
at Briſtol? Does not Mr. M— u, at 
London? Let them ſhudder then, let their 
Blood run eold, who do it: Not theirs, 
who tell them that they do fo. It is 
not the latter but the former, who 
< trample Chr:/t's Righteouſneſs under 
<« Foot as a mean and vile Thing.“ 


I FIRMLY believe, © We are ac- 
«© counted Righteous before Gor (juſti- 
* fied ONLY for the Merit of Chriſt.” 
But let us have no ſhifting the Terms: 
ONLY through Chriſt's imputed Righteouſ- 
. neſs 
„Page 200 


[17 ] 

neſs, are not the Words of the Article, 
neither the Language of our Church. 
Much leſs does our Church any where 
affirm, © That the Righteouſneſs of 
* Chrzſt is imputed to the ungodly, who 
% have no Qualifications:“ No Repen- 
tance, no Faith. Nor do the Scriptures 
ever affirm this. 


TRE Reflection on the General Infer- 
ence, I ſo entirely agree with, as to 
think it worth tranſcribing. Tf you have 
Faith and Repentance, you want no other 
Signs or Evidences of your Juſtification. 
But if you have not theſe, to pretend to any 
eber Aſſurances, Tokens, Feelings or Ex- 
perrences, is vain and delufrve. Does 
he know any one who maintains, That 
a Man may be in a State of Juſtification. 
and yet have no Faith or Repentance? 
But the Marks and Evidences of true 
Faith which the Scripture has promiſed, 
muſt not be diſcarded as vain or deluſive. 
The Scripture has promiſed us the Au- 
rance of Faith, to be wrought in us by 
the Operation of Gop. It mentions he 
Earneſt of the Spirit, and ſpeaks of Feel- 
mg after the Loxp and finding him. 


And 
* Page 28. 


18 | 
And fo our Church (in her 17 Article) 
{peaks of © Feeling in ourſelves the 
« working of the Spirit of Christ: 
And (in the Homily for Rogation Week) 
of Feeling our Conſcience at Peace 
with Gop, thro" Remiſſion of our Sin.“ 
So that we muſt not reject all Aſſurances, 
Tokens, Feelings and Experiences, as 
Vain and dbluſive. 


Nor do I apprehend Dr. T. ever in- 
tended to ſay, That we muſt reject al 
inward Feelings; but only thoſe which 
are without Faith or Repentance. And 
who would not reject theſe? His ver 
Words are, F you have not theſe, to pre 
tend to any other Feelings is vain and deli 
Five. I ſay ſo too. Mean Time he is 
undoubtedly ſenſible, That there is a 
Conſolation in Love; a Peace that paſſe! 
all Underſtanding, and a Joy that is un 
fpeakable and full of Glory. Nor can we 
1magine him to deny, "That theſe mu 
be felt, inwardly felt, wherever the 


exiſt. 


Urod the whole I cannot but ob 
ſerve, How extremely difficult it is, e 
5 Vel 


[ 19 ] 


ven for Men who have an upright In- 

tention, and are not wanting either in 
J natural or acquir'd Abilities, to under- 
J ſtand one another! And how hard it is, 
J to do even Juſtice to thoſe, whom we do 
J not throughly underſtand! much more to 
I treat them with that Gentleneſs, Tender- 
I neſs, and Brotherly Kindneſs, with which, 
upon a Change of Circumſtances, we 
might reaſonably deſire to be treated our- 


ſelves! O when ſhall all Men know 


whoſe Diſciples we are, by our /oving 
one another, as he hath loved us! The Gop 
of Love haſten the Time! 


J am, 
i Dear Sir, 
f tour affeimate Servant, 


we JoHN WesLEy. 
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